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The Notion of Gaining a Million a Year by the Trade to Portugal, very abfurd. 
We do not Trade for a Million a Year to Portugal, How then fh 


ould we gain a Million? 


The Trade between England and Portugal is thus de/cribed, To us Profitable, but to them Neceflary. 
To ftop our Trade to them would be a Lofs to us 5 but to them it would be a iy elbiy of 


The Portuguefe can neither vend the Growth of their Country at home, nor fupply the 


abroad, without their Trade to England. 


the Quantity of Wines we take from them. 





ce bony of Brafils 


No Danger therefore, or Probability, that the Portuguele fhould ffop the Trade, ? , we fhould abate 





HE MERCATOR has been Employ’d in 

two Paners in Deteéting the fcandalous Falf- 
hoods of the Oppofers in what they affert 
about the Portugal Trade. 

The prefent Falfhood to be fpoken of is, that we gain 
a Million a Year by that Trade. 

That the Trade between Britain and Portugal is to 
both Nations a very great and gainful Trade, the MER- 
CATOR is very tree to allow, and has proved the 
Ballance to lie in our Favour to a very great Sum in the 
lat MERCATOR for many Years paft, as well be- 
fore this Treaty as fince: But that we ever gained a 
Million per Ann. by it, fhall appear very ridiculous, in 
that it fhall be found, upon Examination, that our 
whole Trade never amounted to that Sum, much lefs 
our Gain by the Trade. 

But before we enter upon that, it is of fome Profit to 
the Argument We are upon, to prove,that notwithftand- 
ing the Ballance of the Trade to Portugal was always on 
our fide, yet that this Trade is equally neceffary and pro- 
fitable to the King of Portugal as to us, and that he 
cannot fo well be without it as we can. 

The Trade between Great Britain and Portugal has 
this general Character, which may be written upon it 
for the whole Nation to guide their Notions of it by, 
(viz.) To us Profitable, bat to the Portuguefe Neceffary. 

The MERCATOR is willing to grant, that when 
we {peak of Trade ina Trading Nation, it may be al- 
low’d, That which ts Profitable es Neceffary, in that fenfe : 
But in the prefent Cafe, the MERCATOR fpeaks 
of the Word Neceffary in the moft Extenfive Senfe, and 
let the Oppofers make their beft of it. 

The Trade between Great-Britain and —— is ab- 
folutely neceffary to the Portuguefe ; fo neceflary, that 
they could not carry on their own Trade without us; 
fo neceflary, as that they would be ruin’d and impove- 
rifh’'d without it. It is true, that by Neceflary is not 
to be underftood Abfolutely neceflary to Life; they 
may have Cattle and Corn, and Houfes and Land, with- 
Out us. 

But it is abfolutely neceffary for their Profperity, their 
Wealth, their Encreafe, and their Improvement: And 


this will be allow ’d to be call’d a Neceflity by all reafo- 


: Bis 2 ae 
nable Men. This Neceffity, as above, is thus farther 
explain’d in general, that They are not able to carry on 
their own Trade nitbout ws. For Example; aie 

1. They cannot vend the Growth and Produte™ 
their Land without the Englifh Nation. 

2. They cannot fupply themfelves at home,or their 
Plantations in the Brafils abroad, which is their princi 
pal Trade, with Neceffaries for Apparel, &c. without 
our Woollen Manufactures. 

No Man will fay, rhat it is not neccffary to the Por- 
tuguefe both to gonfume the Produce of their own Land, 
and to fupport their Colony in the Brafils ; one is ne- 
ceffiry to them at home, and the other is as neceflary 
to them abroad. 

It is then to be enquired, Whether the Portuguefe 
are able to do either of thefe without us ? Jet is obvious 
to all that underftand the Nature of Trade, efpecially 
of this Trade, that the Porruguefe have no Market for 
their Native Produétions, Salt excepted, but in the 
Queen of Great-Britain’s Dominions: It- was before 
infifted upon in the Cafe of our Trade to Spain, AVE R- 
CATOR, No. and it holds good in this of Por- 
tugal: The main Produé& of Portugal, is Wine, Oil, 
Fruit and Salt; Zhe French take off NONE OF THESE, 
no not one fort, no not in the leaft Quanity ; they are 
all as Bung in France; fo the Portuguefe cannot be 
fuppofed to look that way, nor will \the French be able 
to hurt us there. 

The Dutch take nothing but Salt, and fame few 
Oranges and Lemons: The Wine, Oil, Figs, &c. will 
Sell no where but here: If we do not take of thefe 
Productions, what would be the Confequence ? Truly 
the Vines muft be grubb’d up, the Olive-Trees cut 
down, the Figs, Oranges and Lemons rot upon the 
Trees, the Value of Larids muft fink, the People want 
Employment; and all the Miferies that attend an 
impoverifh’d Nation muft follow; Is our Trade then 
neceflary to them, or is it not ? 

2. They cannot fupply themfelves at home, or their 
extended Colonies abroad, at the Brafils, with Necefla- 
ries, (viz. ) Wearing Apparel, Furniture, &c for Hou. 
fes, and the like, without our Woollen Manufa4ure. 
To-enguire into this a little, 
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4 ipply themfeives at all. 





(1.) That no Country 
Hur England could fupply them; And, (2.) They cannot 


The French cannot pretend to it, nor ever did, and 
therefore the Oppofers were in the Right of it the other 
Day, when they acknowledged in Print, that tho’ the 
French Rivall’d us in other Places, they did not in 
Portugal; tho’ it is wonderful to hear fuch an acknow- 
ledgement from thefe Men, after what they have faid 
of the French Rivalling us in all the Markets in Europe. 
But they had another End to ferve in it, and they guide 
their Arguments not by the Truth of the Confequences, 
but the Occafion they have for them. 

Let us enquire into the Particulars: The Portuguefe 
Confume yearly about 12000 Pieces of Woollen Cloth, 
20000 Pieces of Bays, 60000 dozen of Stockings, and 
Ten hundred thoufand Pound weight of Stuffs and Ser- 
ges, befides other Woollen Goods; take the Year 1705 
for the Standard, and this will appear to be True. 
What Country in the World can tupply them with 
thefe things? Our Oppofers confefs’d the French do 
not ; and we know the Dutch cannot: There is nota 


— Commodity of its kind more abfolutely neceflary to the 


Portuguefe than the Colchefter Bays ; they cannot be 
without them; they are effenrial to their Clothing ; a 
Man is not compleatly Dreffled there without a Bays 
Cloak; nor can any thing ferve them inftead of 1+. 
In the Year 1702, they took off from us of Colchefter 
Bays 242014 Peices, 

Now the MERCATOR defixes thefe People 
to take Notice, and let them gainfay it if they can, 
That no Nation in the World can make thofe kinds of 
Manovfaétures call’d Bays but the Englith; nay, even in 
England no County can make them but the County of 

eX. 

The Value of the Bays we fend to Portugal in a Year 
is fuperior to all the Winesgwhich they furnifh us 
with in a Year. There is no Comparifon between 
the Occafion for thefe inthe Two Nations; we might 
be without all their Wines, and never provoke our 
People to Mutiny and Rebellion; the MERCATOR 
is of Opinion, that the King of Portugal could never 
force his People to leave off the Englifh Bays, efpecially 
in Brafils ; it would endanger a Revolt, they could not 
bear the excefflive Heats without fuch a Garment, fo 
thick and yet fo light, which, as it is eafie to carry, is 
their ‘skreen from the Violence of the Sun, and they 
could fcarce live and do their Bufinefs without it. 

As to the Dutch fuppying them, it is true they 
miyht, but then it mult be of our Goods; which is 
faying nothing: The like may, tho’ not with the fame 
Circumftances, be faid of our other Woollen Manu- 
factutes. 

The Trade to their Brafils is very great, and what is 
the Export they carry? Anfwer, European Goods from 
all Countries ; as follows : 


Wrought Silks from Italy, ( viz.) from Genoa and 
Leghorn. , 





Wroueht Silks, Linen, and Lace fiom France, 
linen from Holland and Hambro. 
Woollen Manufattures from England. 


In the Value of: thefe Exportations, the Englif; 
Woollen Manuta&ures are treble to any kind Or any 
Countries Exportation. | 

It is true, the Durch fend Woollen Cloths, fuch as 
they are, to Portugal, and the French a pretty large 
Quantity of fine Silk Druggets, and coarfe Woodmil| 
Stuff, like a Hair Frize, for the Peafants and Poor. 

But the Expostation trom England is what the 
Portuguefe depend upon “for Woollen Goouls; both 
for. Apparel and Houthold Stuff; and as it is evident 
they cannot be fupplyed any other way, the Englifh 
Trade is therefore eg neceffary to them. 

Let any one fedately confider thefe things, and with 
Impartiality too, as to Party, and let them tell us ; 
Is this the Trade that we are told the Portuguefe wil) 
Prohibit! 

Is this the Trade they will puta ftop to! meerly 
for the fake of our abating 2 or 3000 Ton’ of their 
Wine a Year ; nay, tho’ we were to take no: Wine at 
all, they would not doit. Again, 

Becaufe we will not take 8000 or 1000q. Ton of 
= a Year, will they prevent our taking 4 or 5000 

on ? “« 

It we will take none of their Wine, will they pre- 
vent our taking their Oil and Fruit, their Salt and their 
Shumach ; Is this Rational ! Will nor. their,,Country 
be ruin’d by fuch a Prohibition ? And would it nor 
be Hurting themfelves more than Hurting us? It is 
true, it would be a Lofg-to us, but it would be a 
Ruine to them: For the Portuguefe not to take our 
Manufactures, will be toms a very great Damage ; no 
Body but will Difpute fat: But for us not to take 
their Produce of Wine, Oifand Fruit, would be a meer 
Defolation to them : The Damage is not equal in. its 
Confequences at all, tho’ it may be in the Sum ; 
for they would be undone by it, which, God be praifed, 
we fhould nor. The ME RC ATOR wilhes. thefe 
Men would weigh this Argument,-and let their own 
Contciences teftifyy whether what is here faid is rea- 
fonable or not. | 





ADVERTISEMENT. 


Juft Publith’d, 


* * The Publick Spirit of the Whigs, fet forth in their 
generous Encouragement of the Author of the Gifs : 
ith fome Obfervations on the Seafonablenefs, Candor, 
Erudition and Style of that Treatife. Price 1s. but to ° 
the Subfribers Half a Crown. Nore, This Work is 
Printed in Quarto, fit to be bound up with the Crifis. ; 
Printed for John Morphew, near Stationers Hall. -. b 
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LONDON: Printed for Bens. Tooxe, at the Temple-Gate ; and 
Joun BarseEr, On Lambeth-Hill. (Price 3 Half-pence. ) 
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